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Brian Hoeth

Weather Threat Briefing
Wednesday, February 18,2026

Disclaimer: The purpose of this briefing is to provide a Regional weather threat assessment and is meant as a general overview.

County/Parish decision makers should consult their local NWVS forecast offices for the latest detailed, local weather information.

To find your local NWVS forecast office, go to www.weather.gov/srh.
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e Fire Weather:
o Elevated to Critical (levels 1-2 of 3) conditions through Thursday for S/TE NM, OK,W/N TX,
TX Panhandle due to persistent gusty southwest/west winds and low relative humidity.
m Elevated conditions (level | of 3) for E NM,W TX,TX Panhandle on Friday and for C/S
TX on Saturday.

e River Flooding:
o Cache River at Patterson in NE AR is expected to remain above minor flood stage into early
next week. Secondary roads and pastures flooded.
o0 Quachita River at Thatcher L&D in S-Ctrl AR will be in minor flood from late today through
Friday. Access roads to oil and gas rigs may be flooded.
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FEMA Region 6 Threat Matrix

Next 7 days

Wednesday,
Feb 18

Thursday, Feb 19 Friday, Feb 20 | Saturday, Feb 21 Sunday, Feb 22 Monday, Feb 23 Tuesday, Feb 24

Severe Storms

Heavy Rain/
Flash Flooding

Winter Weather

TX/OK OK,
Panhandles, TX Panhandle
Fire Weather WICtrl OK, S/E 1I'EXNI:4’\:|V Tzl(l’ C/STX
WINTX, E OK
River Flooding AR AR AR AR AR AR AR

*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria. State or local threat level criteria may differ.*
For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to the last slide in this briefing.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
V Atmospheric Administration Southern RegiOn




A

U
m
e
NI
~
Vg Q)

Note: Even though the image displays 5 days of forecasted rainfall, river forecasts only include I-2 days of rainfall
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Observed River'FIood Status
® Major Flooding
® Moderate Flooding
@ Minor Flooding

0 Neear

Forecast River Flood Status
B Msjor Flooding
B WModerate Flooding
@ Minor Flooding

[0 Neer Flood

@ NoFlooding

U.S. Departm

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

ent of Commerce

See https://water.noaa.gov/ for latest river flooding

Cache River at Patterson in NE AR is

expected remain above minor flood

stage through at least this Saturday.
Secondary roads and pastures flooded.

Ouachita River at Thatcher L&D in
S-Ctrl AR will be in minor flood from

late today through Friday. Access roads

to oil and gas rigs may be flooded.

Note: Numerical levels (e.g. level | of 4) will
not be assigned to riverine flooding due to the
varying levels of impacts across flood
categories.

National Weather Service
Southern Region


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://water.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1771422381657705&usg=AOvVaw3-fPaWK9fObvdLBxjpNizY

EATH
L5
T
=
v
v

@ Today’s VWeather

Forecast Chart

Forecast Rainfall

N Weather Valid 7am EST Wed Feb 18 2026 to 7am EST Thu Feb 19 2026
N Fronts Valid 7am EST Wed Feb 18 2026
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|| Critical Fire Weather Possible a
; o Issued 3:40 AM EST Wed, Feb 18, 2026 i
[] Heavy Snow Possible DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Weather Prediction Center = <
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Critical (level 2 of 3) fire weather
conditions/Red Flag Warnings in
S/E NM, TX/OK Panhandles,
WI/Ctrl OK, Far W TX.

Elevated (level | of 3) fire weather
conditions for E OK and W/N TX.

Severe Weather Outlook

Last Updated: Feb 17 2026 1108 PM CST
Valid Until: Feb 19 2026 0600 AM CST

Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6
Severe Weather Outlook
Wednesday, February 18, 2026
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Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6

Last Updated: Feb 17 2026 1108 PM CST

Today’s Tornado & Severe Wind / Hail P

robabilities

Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6
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Fire Weather Watches and Warnings

Fire Weather Outlooks

Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6
Fire Weather Outlook
Friday, February 20, 2026
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Fire Weather Outlook
Saturday, February 21, 2026
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3' ‘3 Flood Watches Warnings and Advisories

Red Flag Warning, High
Wind Warning,Wind
Adyvisory today for E/S NM,
TX/OK Panhandles, Far W
TX for wind gusts of up to
50 mph and relative
humidity under 15%. Fires
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areas of blowing
dust/reduced visibility.
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Forecast Chart
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Last Updated: Feb 18 2026 1200 AM CST

Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6
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Tornado Outlook
Thursday, February 19, 2026

Chama

F rmington Raton —
o = -am— Bartlesv:;le
o O Woodward Enid S
Dalhart Te—— S o Tulsa Fayetteville Jonesboro
Gallup 5 Santa Fe o o o °. g
Oklahoma City Fort Smith West Memphi
5 Amarillo o Conway
McAlester
Albuquerque 9 Norman ° o i °
Clovis o Little Rock
Socorro o uawtono Ardmore Hot Springs o 3’
° e W -
{ Paris
Roswell pubRock™ Wichita Falls " o
Silver City o ‘ Texarkana
[e] I T 2
Hobbs Fort Worth Dallas Monroe
o s Cnes Abilene Shrevepm]'to o
p o] .
Deming Carlsbad Midland g |
— bt U G| o Nalchnicheso
El Paso Waco ] Alexandria
o o Leesville [e) >
N
San Angelo o
o Baton Rouge
Fort Stockton
Austin \ o fo)
o Lafayette - ?
Houston ~ L-2ke Charles ekl »Nev‘ﬁ)rl
(o]
San Antonio
Del Rio Victoria Galveston
o
D RTNOSPy
Corpus Christi Proba.b“'ty .Of a Tor.nado
3 within 25 miles of a point
Laredo | LY
‘ I = 60% [ 110-14%
[145-59% [E5-9%
[30-44% [EH2-4%
National Weather Service B 15 - 29%
Storm Prediction Center Brownsville Hatched Area: = 10% probability of
https://www.spc.noaa.gov a significant tornado (EF2 - EF5)

%
“a,

led Area: FEMA Region 6

Chama

F rmington Raton
[e]
Taos
o
Gallup Santa Fe
[e]
[e]
Albuquerque
Socorro Clovis
[e]
Roswell
Silver City
Las Cruces
120 o
Deming Carlsbad
El Paso

o
Fort Stockton

Dalhart
o

Lubbock
o

Midland
[e]

Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6

Amarillo

Last Updated: Feb 18 2026 1200 AM CST
Valid Until: Feb 20 2026 0600 AM CST

Severe Hail Outlook
Thursday, February 19, 2026

Farmington Shama Raton :
[e] T—— Bartlesvill
= Glymon 5 artlesville
o O Woodward Enid S
Dalhart — O o Tulsa Fayetteville jqnes%oro
Gallup 5 Santa Fe o o ] [
o Oklahoma City Fort Smith West Memphi
5 Amarillo o Conway
McAlester
Albuquerque O Norman o o xl °
Clovis o Little Rock.
Socorro o ! :
5 Ardmore Hot Sprin o
2 Ch"d'e’so Lam e = B’@ff
{ o Paris
Roswell pubReck™ Wichita Falls o
Silver City 9 ' Texarkana
o I T £
Hobbs Dallas Monroe
Las Cruces 5 FaWoeth Shrevepoft o )
o ° Abilene o :
Deming Carishad Midland Natchitoches
— o
El Paso Waco \\ O Alexandria
o o] Leesville [e) -
X
San Angelo o
o Baton Rouge
Fort Stockton
Austin o o
[e] Lafayette = L
Houston ~ Lake Charles Lafay ‘Nevﬁg
San Antonio 0
Last Updated: Feb 18 2026 1200 Del Rio Victoria Galveston
" Valid Until: Feb 20 2026 0600 o
Severe Wind Outlook
ey,
Thursday, February 19, 2026
A Corpus Christi Sar m
aredo Probability of Severe Hail
within 25 miles of a point
3
CUTIen Bartlesville )\ [ =60% . 115-29%
O Woodward Enid °T ' - - - o [ 45 - 59% 5-14%
o o ulsa ayetteville Jones| ki 30 - 44%
o National Weather Service
_ W Storm Prediction Center Brownsville Hatched Area: > 10% probability of
Oklahoma City Fort Smith Conway https://www.spc.noaa.gov significant hail (= 2" diameter)
o McAlester o
Norman ) 1 o
I Little Rock
o Ardmore Hot Springs o S
o Lawton -
Childress \ o Pine Bluff
o Paris
Wichita Falls o
Texarkana
v &
Fort Worth oDaIIas Shreveport Monroe
Abilene 1 O o
Natchitoches
Waco ] Alexandria
o o Leesville [e) -
San Angelo o
Baton Rouge
o
oA\ust:in ! o oLaf %
ayette o 3
Houston ~ Lake Charles Lafay »Ne"%x'f!r
San Antonio
[e]
Del Rio Victoria Galveston
(o]
Corpus Christi

ATisenT O

National Weather Service
Storm Prediction Center

https://www.spc.noaa.gov

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Laredo s 4 )
within 25 miles of a point
1= 60% 115-29%
145 -59% 5-14%
[ 30 - 44%

Brownsville

Probability of Severe Wind

Hatched Area: = 10% probability of
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Friday's Weather

Forecast Chart

Fronts Valid 7am EST Fri Feb 20 2026

Weather Valid 7am EST Fri Feb 20 2026 to 7am EST Sat Feb 21 2026 '

\ X

CA

ND
MN

co

SECERT

[] Mixed Precipitation
12| Rain/Thunderstorms

[_|Snow

Freezing Rain Possible |- 4

[5] Heavy Snow Possible

Issued 3:55 AM EST Wed, Feb 18, 2026
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Weather Prediction Center
Prepared by Blanco-Alcala with WPC/SPC/NHC forecasts.
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Forecast Rainfall
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24-Hour Day 3 QPF

Valid 12Z Fr|VFeb 20 2026
Thru 12Z Sat Feb 21 2026

Issued: 1013Z Wed Feb 18 2026
Forecaster: NWS/CAMPBELL
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

Elevated (level | of 3) fire weather
conditions in E NM,W TX,
TX Panhandle.
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Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6
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Valid Until:
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Feb 21 2026 0600 AM CST
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Lafayette

[57] High Risk

41 Moderate Risk

[737] Enhanced Risk
2 | Slight Risk

[E1H Marginal Risk

[ Thunderstorms

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Excessive Rainfall Outlool_g |
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Probability of excessive
rainfall leading to

flash flooding.*

[ High Risk, At least 70%

B Moderate Risk, At least 40%
Slight Risk, At least 15%
I Marginal Risk, At least 5%

* Within 25 miles of a point.
May not represent localized
flooding threat over burn scars.
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Forecast Rainfall

25 |24-Hour Day 4 QPF
10 |Valid 12Z Sat Feb 21 2026

Thru 12Z Sun Feb 22 2026

OO0 NN

Forecaster: HAMRICK

-01 |ssued: 05107 Wed Feb 18 2026
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC
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Elevated (level | of 3) fire weather
conditions in C/STX.

Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6

Severe Weather Outlook

Saturday, February 21, 2026

S‘éve‘re Weat-her Oﬁtlook

Last Updated: Feb 18 2026 0356 AM CST
Valid Until: Feb 22 2026 0600 AM CST
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National Weather Service
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Atmospheric Administration
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Probability of Severe Weather
within 25 miles of a point
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Excessive Rainfall Outloo_k
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* Within 25 miles of a point.
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Forecast Rainfall
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No significant weather expected.

Highlighted Area: FEMA Region 6

Severe Weather Outlook

Severe Weather Outlook Excessive Rainfall Outlook |
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Valid Until: Feb 23 2026 0600 AM CST

N / :Q'
. :’l. .\"5

Sunday, February 22, 2026 f : 3
H _j——
Farmington Chama Raton / ’ -
o Bartlesville
Guymon
oTaos O Woodward Enid ! . 'I"\l'.llsar
P sy o o Tulsa Fayetteville Joneshoro >
Ga""Po Santa Fe o o o (e] S‘anta Fe. Oklahoma City
2 ' Oklahoma City Fort Smith (West Memphi I Albuquerque. Amarillo 9.
> Amarillo o OCo way || o \ Norman Little.Rock:
Albuguergue o Normano OMcAIester o | I\ | I l e e
- Clovis B Hl Fiie o Little Rock { H
(2 Childress®| 2N oArdm" Phprines ©bine slafr Libbock | L |
Lubbock W acls | |
Roswell HOReTES Wichita Falls ofli T
Silver Cllyo 9 I Texarkana l l ] | | ‘ 'l:l ﬁ(%.»oa."as Shreveport.
Dall, { .
s Chicas Hobbs i Fv::r';Wortho o allas Shreveport c’Monroe ‘/_\ |
veming”  © Carlsbad o | 2 El Paso e R = o
2 Midland Natchitoches
El Pas: wi Y % Alexandri
o o Leesville [o)
San Angelo o Austin LaKe Charles-
o Baton Roug ' ®5 - NewOrleans AT
Fort Stock Houston' 3 A )
O‘\" t o (s W £ San-Antonio %
Houston Lake Chagles s Nejodl
San Antonio /
2 Gal 1] ] - .
Del Rio Victoria RIS Corpus-Christi Probability of excessive
o e rainfall leading to
j "."‘SS f:ﬂ? diir}\g';a 70%
= H igh Risk, At least
B High Risk, At least 70% = A
Corpus Chri: L e 3 %
H Brownsyille.
i B Moderate Risk, At least 40% StightRisk,Atleast 15%
- . o B Marginal Risk, At least 5%
_ Slight Risk, At least 15% “Within 25 milesaf 2 point.
il e N 5 i st ovrburs sars
within miles of a point L.
Browrsile o i SRR B Marginal Risk, At least 5% £

https://www.spc.noaa.gov

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Southern Region



For_ecast _Ch,art

¢
49 a2

(=

T, o

0, it W
*,{ ey e pebs

7

o,
s W r‘f’
N 4

R

‘ - q!!“g&@‘\ ﬁ%‘%‘

* 07 .
U

20 ..

oy
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Excessive Rainfall Outlooks
not available beyond Day 5

No significant weather expected.
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No significant weather expected.
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Hiihest Freﬁuency ﬁffected'by 1dB Absor

0 5 10 15 20 25
Degraded Frequency (MHz)

Normal X—ray Background
Product Valid At : 2026—-02-18 12:06 UTC

Estimated Recovery Time

Normal Proton Background
NOAA/SWPC Boulder, CO USA

Wednesday, Feb 18 Thursday, Feb 19 Friday, Feb 20
Geomagnetic Storms Unsettled Unsettled Unsettled
(Max Kp=3) (Max Kp=3) (Max Kp=3)
Solar Radiation Storm (S1-S5) 1% 1% 1%
Radio Blackout (R1-R2) 10% 10% 10%
Radio Blackout (R3-R5) 1% 1% 1%

_ Attenuation
(Maximum Absorption)

Description of the
Space Weather
Storm Scales

Latest 3-Day Space

Weather Forecast

dB

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Southern Region
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Weather “Threat” Matrix for FEMA Region VI

Extreme
Safety: Property Damage Unavoidable, Immediate Action
to Save Life will be Needed
Impact Potential: Typically Results in Long-Lived
Widespread Major Disruption to Daily Life

Color Definition Criteria Example(s)
Severe: Marginal Risk from SPC Thunderstorms expected over LA this
Little to None Flooding: Minor flooding expected over localized afternoon; a few may produce winds to
Grons Safety: Rarely a Direct Threat to Life and Property areas knock down a few trees
Impact Potential: Typically Results in Little Inconvenience | Tropical: None Something that happens almost every
to Daily Routines Fire Weather: No Watches/Warnings, fuel day in a particular season such as
moisture above 10% or green up active seabreeze storms in coastal TX
Severg. ,Shgh.t PRl 2-3 inches of rainfall expected over
Flooding: Nuisance flooded expected for a 3 :
. _ : . central AR today and tonight; some minor
NMinor widespread area, or Minor flooding expected over i 3 :
' 2 i R e (brief) street flooding possible
Yellow Safety: Ra-rely - Dyect Threat t? Life and Prop erty e 3 K cal d Scattered severe storms possible, one or
Impact Potential: Typically Rgsu!ts in Some Inconvenience | Tropical: A weak tropica vyave expected to move Yo Ernado mascted alonewith
to Daily Life SXRICHTS N KT Ay Enst s reports of strong winds/wind damage
Fire Weather: Red Flag Watches/Warnings and/or nd ~1” hail
SPC outlines enhanced or critical fire outlook e o
Severe: Enhanced Risk from SPC A snow/sleet mix is expected to move
Flooding: Minor flooding expected over a through or near the DFW area tomorrow
Moderate widespread area (including urban locations), or morning; travel impacts likely
Safety: Often Threatening to Life and Property, Some Moderate flooding expected over isolated areas Numerous severe storms possible, a few
‘Orange | Damage Unavoidable Tropical: A Tropical Storm expected to move tornadoes possible along with several
Impact Potential: Typically Results in Minor Disruption to | towards or near any coastline reports of wind damage along with
Daily Life Fire: Critical fire outlook for more than 2 damaging hail

consecutive days, Warnings for 2 or more
consecutive days, D3-D4 drought conditions

Severe: High Risk from SPC

Flooding: Major flooding expected over a
widespread area (including urban locations)
Tropical: A Major Hurricane (Cat3 or greater)
expected to move towards or near any coastline
Fire: Large area of critical conditions for 2 or more
days, Wamings for 3 or more days, Long term
(months) of severe to extreme drought

Some large fires reported, burn bans

advertised, critical conditions expected

A Category 4 hurricane is headed towards
the SE LA; major storm surge, flooding
and damaging winds anticipated to begin
tomorrow

Widespread severe storms expected,
tormado outbreak probable with long-
lived, very widespread and particularly
intense storms

Criteria for the color
codes in this briefing is
to the left, please
provide any feedback to

sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
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Southern Region Headquarters
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