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Kurt Van Speybroeck

FEMA Region 6

Weather Threat Briefing

Tuesday October 20, 2020

Disclaimer: The purpose of this briefing is to provide a Regional weather threat assessment and is meant as a general overview.
County/Parish decision makers should consult their local NWVS forecast offices for the latest detailed, local weather information.
To find your local NWVS forecast office, go to www.weather.gov/srh.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more details on this template:  https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_6BClX7sHc5nxk2ctQnGjCIRJpREyKdDB2N390jW18U/edit?usp=sharing
L shift - Press ‘Alt-F8’ to start the macro that will update this slide and most of the rest of the slides.
L shift - Do a “Save As” with tomorrow’s date in the file name!
F shift – You shouldn’t have to update this slide.


http://www.weather.gov/srh

@ Summary of the Upcoming Week

Elevated to critical fire weather conditions across E NM
and the TX/OK Panhandles on Thursday.

 Epsilon is expected to strengthen into a hurricane by
tomorrow in the Central Atlantic. No impact to FEMA
Region 6.

* An area in the Caribbean Sea has a low chance of
development this week. No impacts to FEMA Region 6
expected.

10/20/2020 7:23 AM www.weather.gov/srh
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Presentation Notes
L shift/F shift - Be concise!  Try to keep to 3 bullets or fewer, combining impacts as much as possible (e.g. “Isolated heavy rain/flash flooding possible for OK/N&E TX on Thursday-Friday and for AR/LA on Saturday-Sunday”).  
L shift/F shift - When there are multiple levels of hazards, focus on the highest impacts.  (e.g. If there’s a Moderate risk of severe storms over an area, just focus on that Moderate Risk area and perhaps the Enhanced risk area … don’t worry about Slight/Marginal).




FEMA Region 6 Threat Matrix

REGIONAL OPERATIONS CENTER

Oct 20,2020 - Oct 24,2020

DAY / THREAT Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Severe Storms

Heavy Rain /
Flash Flooding

ENM & TX/OK

Fire Weather Panhandles

Tropical
Winds / Surge

Winter Weather

No Weather Threats Expected
- Very Common - Happens Often

Common - Happens Frequently

*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria. State or local threat level criteria
may differ.*
For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to the last slide in this briefing.

Uncommon - A Few Times aYear
- Rare — Once Every |-5 Years

- Very Rare — Once Every 5-10 Years

10/20/2020 7:23 AM www.weather.gov/srh
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Presentation Notes
L shift / F shift - Update any threats and color code appropriately by right clicking in each cell that needs updating and selecting the appropriate paint color (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be colored yellow, etc.).  Note: if No Weather Threats Expected the “sky blue” color is the 2nd blue column, 2nd row.
L shift/F shift – If you want to highlight 2 threat colors for a hazard (e.g. Enhanced Risk and Slight Risk of Severe Weather), then you need to split the cell into 2 rows.  Right click in the cell and select Split Cells… and change Number of Columns to 1 and Number of Rows to 2 and select OK and then color each split cell appropriately by right clicking into each cell and selecting the appropriate paint color.
L shift/F shift – For the text in each cell, if it’s only a small portion of the state that is included in the threat use compass directional abbreviations and the state abbreviation (e.g. “N-Cntrl&NE TX/SE OK”).  If all or most of the state will be impacted it’s ok to just put the state abbreviation (e.g. OK/AR/N TX/N LA). 



B

Tropical Weather Outlook — Atlantic/Gulf

See next slide for more information
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO NEED TO UPDATE THE IMAGE, IT WILL AUTO UPDATE! 
NOTE:  If there are no “Areas of Possible Development” and/or no “Active Tropical Cyclones”, keep the tables for each, but just have 1 row that has “-” for the “Area” and/or “Storm” cell and clear out any text in the “Chance of Development” and “Potential Impacts to FEMA 6” cells and color code all cells white just so we don’t lose the tables.
NOTE:  If there is an Active Tropical Cyclone and we want to show the track forecast and other info for that storm on the next slide, ensure the “See next slide for more information” text is at the top of this slide.  If you do not want to show any storm info on the next slide, ensure this text is off the screen, do NOT delete it so we don’t lose it!
Here are guidelines for filling out the tables/map:
Area/Storm – For each area/storm that NHC is highlighting in https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/gtwo.php?basin=atlc&fdays=5 type in a corresponding number (1, 2, 3, etc.) in the Area column of the “Areas of Possible Development” table and/or a Storm name (Dolly, Edouard, Fay, etc.) in the Storm column of the “Active Tropical Cyclones” table, adding/deleting rows as necessary … and just leave the cell background white!  If there are no areas being highlighted, just have 1 row in the “Areas of Possible Development” table and type “-” in the Area column.  If there are no Storms, just have 1 row in the “Active Tropical Cyclones” table and type “-” in the Storm column.  On the map, move number(s) onto the slide into the bubble(s) when there are areas of possible development.  The numbers are off the slide, just drag onto the slide and move as appropriate.  If there are no areas, just slide all numbers off the slide. 
Chance of Development - In the Areas of Possible Development table, for each row/Area you will pick the maximum category Low, Medium, High based on NHC’s outlook.  For example, if there’s a 20% (Low) Chance of Development in 2 days, but 50% (Medium) chance of development in 5 days, you would select Medium.  Once you have determined the category, copy/paste the appropriate color coded text box from off the slide onto the slide and place it in the “Chance of Development” cell.  If there are no areas, just ensure the “Chance of Development” cell is blank with a white background, deleting any text boxes as necessary that are on the slide.    
Potential Impacts to FEMA 6 – For each Area in the “Area of Possible Development” table and each Storm in the “Active Tropical Cyclones” table, fill in the “Potential Impacts to FEMA Region 6” cell based on latest forecasts from NHC, WPC, WFOs/RFCs.  Example text you might type would be something like “Areas of heavy rain/flooding along the Gulf coast.  See following slides for details.”.  If there are no impacts expected for a particular area/storm, just type “None.”.  If there are no areas/storms, just clear out any text in this cell.  


http://www.hurricanes.gov/

Epsilon

REGIONAL OPERATIONS CENTER

— b b s e S e s e s e W e i e S S S e SN S S S S i S S S e S N S s s ——

Note: The cone contains the probable path of the storm center but does not show
the size of the storm. Hazardous conditions can occur outside of the cone.

» _
Tropical Storm Epsilon Current information: x Forecast positions:

Tuesday October 20, 2020 Center location 25.6 N 54.7 W @ Tropical Cyclone (Q Post/Potential TC
5 AM AST Advisory 5 Maximum sustained wind 45 mph Sustained winds: D < 39 mph

NWS National Hurricane Center Movement ENE at 3 mph S 39-73 mph H74-110 mph M > 110 mph

Potential track area: Watches: Warnings: Current wind extent:
&DEF 1-3 Da‘f 4-5 Hurricane TropStm  [Hurricane [l Trop Stm [ Hurricane ~ Trop Stm

Tropical Storm Epsilon is expected to
become a hurricane by Wednesday over the
Atlantic.

This storm will move slowly west-northwest
over the central Atlantic in the next five days
with no immediate US impacts.

10/20/2020 7:23 AM See http://Iwww.hurricanes.gov for the latest on the tropics or any active storms www.weather.gov/srh
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Presentation Notes
Information regarding static versions of the latest tropical advisory graphics can be found here: 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/tc-graphics/

To edit the links to the graphics used on this slide, click on the “File” menu then select “Edit Links to Files” (in the lower right).
When the list of Links comes up, the file name(s) should be listed near the top, find the link you want to change (e.g. https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/storm_graphics/AT17/AL172020_5day_cone_no_line.png) and highlight the link and then select “Change Source…” and in the “File name:” box that comes up enter in the new file name that you would like to use and then click “Open”.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/

.

5-Day Precipitation Forecast & River Flood Status
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Note: Even though the image displays 5 days of forecasted rainfall, river forecasts only include I-2 days of rainfall
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Observed River Flood Status

Major Flocding
Moderate Floeding

Minor Flooding

Forecast River Flood Status

Major Floeding
Moderate Flooding

Minor Flooding

Minor to Moderate river flooding
continues across SW LA.

The Calcasieu River will continue a slow
fall at all points. Near White Oak Park
(east of Lake Charles), the river remains
in moderate flood stage through
midweek. Impacts to roads, camps and
some homes is still occurring.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
L shift – NO need to update the graphic!  You can update the text box though (see step 3 below).
F shift – To update the graphic, go to https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=38c3083b0c4d46b583a709bf41ae83dc&entry=2 and use the snipping tool or Snaggit to capture/copy the image and paste into this slide. 
L shift/F shift – For the text box on the right, refer to the RFC Talking Points for areas to highlight https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PtU1QDHAymxh46wjFz-EvapfJwuWZYt9AnZ6ydV2k3M/edit#slide=id.p  You will also need to look at hydrographs on https://water.weather.gov/ and highlight any areas that will have potential impacts to homes/businesses or major infrastructure (usually moderate or greater).  If impacts are limited to agricultural, secondary roads, etc. summarize that as best as possible (usually for minor to moderate).


http://water.weather.gov/ahps
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Day 1 Excessive Rainfall Outlook
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Presentation Notes
L shift/F shift - NO need to update any of the maps!  (Note:  L shift, the images will auto update properly for the F shift so don’t change them!)
L shift/F shift – For the text box(es) on the right … This is actually a Table of text boxes … DO NOT DELETE or CUT/PASTE THE TABLE!!!! Update the text box(es)/rows within the table according to the hazard(s) for these days and color code appropriately by right clicking and selecting the appropriate paint color (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be colored yellow, etc.).  Add or delete hazards by right clicking in the box(es) and selecting Insert Rows Below or Delete Rows as appropriate.  If no hazards, just type “No significant weather expected” into the top row text box and color code “sky blue”  (2nd blue column, 2nd row).  Delete any other rows as necessary.



Fire Weather Outlooks
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Presentation Notes
DO NOT DELETE/MODIFY THE IMAGES ON THIS SLIDE!!!
NO need to update any of the maps!  They will auto update! HIDE THIS SLIDE UNLESS APPLICABLE! 
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Presentation Notes
L shift/F shift - NO need to update any of the maps!  (Note:  L shift, the images will auto update properly for the F shift so don’t change them!)
L shift/F shift – For the text box(es) on the right … This is actually a Table of text boxes … DO NOT DELETE or CUT/PASTE THE TABLE!!!! Update the text box(es)/rows within the table according to the hazard(s) for these days and color code appropriately by right clicking and selecting the appropriate paint color (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be colored yellow, etc.).  Add or delete hazards by right clicking in the box(es) and selecting Insert Rows Below or Delete Rows as appropriate.  If no hazards, just type “No significant weather expected” into the top row text box and color code “sky blue”  (2nd blue column, 2nd row).  Delete any other rows as necessary.
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Presentation Notes
L shift/F shift - NO need to update any of the maps!  (Note:  L shift, the images will auto update properly for the F shift so don’t change them!)
L shift/F shift – For the text box(es) on the right … This is actually a Table of text boxes … DO NOT DELETE or CUT/PASTE THE TABLE!!!! Update the text box(es)/rows within the table according to the hazard(s) for these days and color code appropriately by right clicking and selecting the appropriate paint color (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be colored yellow, etc.).  Add or delete hazards by right clicking in the box(es) and selecting Insert Rows Below or Delete Rows as appropriate.  If no hazards, just type “No significant weather expected” into the top row text box and color code “sky blue”  (2nd blue column, 2nd row).  Delete any other rows as necessary.



@ Days 4-5 Weather Hazards

Friday - Saturday
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- Very Common - Happens Often ' I

Common - Happens Frequently 1
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*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria.
* State or local threat level criteria may differ.*
B n;vill . For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to the

Very Rare — Once Every 5-10 Years Monterrey; Na last slide in this briefing.
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Presentation Notes
1) L shift/F shift - Update/Insert shapes to outline general areas with any appropriate hazard(s) and color code appropriately (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be an oval colored yellow, etc.).  If multiple hazards with varying level of severity, separate into multiple shapes & color accordingly.  If no hazards, just COPY “No Significant Weather Impacts” text box from off the slide (use scroll bar at the bottom and scroll to the left) to center of the slide.



@ Space Weather 3-Day Forecast
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
L shift - NO need to update this slide!
F shift - Update info for each day according to http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-forecast  Refer to “Important Notes” sheet printed out in the ROC for words to use in first row per the category scale (e.g. Max Kp <= 2 Quiet, Max Kp = 3 Unsettled, etc.).


http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-forecast

For more information, please contact:

National Weather Service
Southern Region Headquarters

Regional Operations Center
Fort Worth, T X

Phone: (682) 703-3747

E-mail: sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
Web: http://www.weather.gov/srh

@NWSSouthern https://twitter.com/NWSSouthern https://facebook.com/NWSSouthern



mailto:sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/srh
https://twitter.com/NWSSouthern
https://facebook.com/NWSSouthern

Weather “Threat” Matrix

Color Definition Criteria Example(s)
Severe: Marginal Risk from SPC Thunderstorms expected over LA this
Very Common Flooding: Minor flooding expected over localized afternoon; a few may produce winds to
Green Safety: Rarely a Direct Threat to Life and Property areas knock down a few trees
Impact Potential: Typically Results in Little Inconvenience to | Tropical: Mone Something that happens almost every day
Daily Routines Fire Weather: No Watches/Warnings, fuel moisture in a particular season such as seabreeze
abowve 10% or green up active cstorms in coastal TX
severe: Slight Risk from SPC . ..
_ _ ) ) 2-3 inches of rainfall expected over central
Flooding: Muisance flooded expected fora L. . e
_ _ ) _ AR today and tonight; some minor (brief)
Somewhat Common — Happens Frequently widespread area, or Minor flooding expected over street flooding possible
Safety: Rarely a Direct Threat to Life and Property isolated areas o - _
Yellow _ _ _ _ _ _ Scattered severe storms possible, one or
Impact Potential: Typically Results in Some Inconvenience Tropical: A weak tropical wave expected to move _
T _ two tornadoes expected, along with
to Daily Life towards or near any coastline _ _ o
' _ , , o . reports of strong winds/wind damage and
Fire Weather: Red Flag Watches/Warnings and/or 1" hiai
SPC outlines enhanced or critical fire outlook 18l
severe: Enhanced Risk from SPC A snow/sleet mix is expected to move
Flooding: Minor flooding expected overa through or near the DFW area tomorrow
Uncommon — A Few Times a Year widespread area (including urban locations), or morning; travel impacts likely
Safety: Often Threatening to Life and Property, Some Maoderate flooding expected over isolated areas Mumercous severe storms possible, a few
Orange Damage Unavoidable Tropical: A Tropical Storm expected to move tornadoes possible along with several
Impact Potential: Typically Results in Minor Disruption to | towards or near any coastline reports of wind damage along with
Daily Life Fire: Critical fire outlook for more than 2 damaging hail
consecutive days, Warnings for 2 or more Some large firesreported, burn bans
consecutive days, D3-04 drought conditions advertised, critical conditions expected
Severe: Moderate Risk from SPC A Category 1 hurricane will be moving
Flooding: Moderate flooding expected over a towards the NW Gulf in the next few days
Rare — Once every 1-5 Years : . : . . .
! . . . widespread area (including urban locations) Widespread severe storms likely, strong
Safety: Extensive Property Damage Likely, Life Saving C . . .
) . Tropical: A Hurricane expected to move towards tornadoes, widespread wind damage, and
Red Actions Also will be Needed . . !
impact Potential: Will likely result in Large Disruption to | o oo 2n¥ coastline SIESETUCRNE Rl
pact Fotental. v IDE'r rf_iu N -arge Hisrdption to Fire: Large areas of critical conditions for 2 or more Large fires ongoing throughout the area
ally L= days, Warnings for 3 or more days, Severe to with critical fire weather conditions
extreme drought expected to continue
Severe: High Risk from SPC A Category 4 hurricane is headed towards
Flooding: Major flooding expected over a the SE LA: major storm surge, flooding and
Very Rare — Once Every 5-10 Years _ = o e = =5F : : = . = e
_ _ _ widespread area (including urban locations) damaging winds anticipated to begin
Safety: Property Damage Unavoidable, Immediate Action to . . .
_ _ Tropical: A Major Hurricane (Cat3 or greater) tomorrow
Purple save Life will be Needed

Impact Potential: Typically Results in Long-Lived
Widespread Major Disruption to Daily Life

expected to move towards or near any coastline
Fire: Large area of critical conditions for 2 or more
days, Warnings for 3 or more days, Long term
(months) of severe to extreme drought

Widespread severe storms expected,
tornado outbreak probable with long-
lived, very widespread and particularly
intense storms

Criteria for the
color codes in
this briefing is
to the left,
please provide
any feedback
to

sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov.
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